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This issue on ‘Christian mission and scholarship’ is a 
special one for two reasons. It includes the maiden lec­
ture of a new annual lecture, the Asante-Opoku- 
Reindorf Lecture, initiated by Akrofi-Christaller 
Institute to commemorate three outstanding nine­
teenth-century indigenous pioneers in mission, min­
istry and scholarship, namely, David Asante, 
Theophilus Opoku and Carl Christian Reindorf. By 
honouring their achievement, the Institute hopes to 
contribute to the rescuing of the memory of the current 
generation of Ghanaian Christians, with a view to arriv­
ing at a deeper insight into the contemporary chal­
lenges of mission and ministry and the Christian schol­
arship needed to undergird them.

‘the back of beyond’. In a recent feature on Professor 
Walls in Christianity Today. Tim Stafford observes that 
Professor Walls ‘may be the most important person you 
don’t know’.1 This is truer of the Western Christian and 
theological scene than it is of the Non-Western scene. 
For while the insights into the nature of Christian his­
tory that emerge from his lectures, seminars and writ­
ings are luminous to those concerned for God’s mission 
in the world, these same insights are not conducive to 
any Western self-flattery. In the Non-Western world, his 
insights have the quality of truth that sets people free. 
For they point to the non-partial patterns of God’s 
working in history; they encourage Christians of all cul­
tures to expect to see Jesus ‘grow in stature’ as he finds 
a home among them, and on that foundation they 
inspire Christians of all nations to work for the disci- 
pling of their cultures, by which is meant their conver­
sion. As a result. Professor Walls becomes a revered 
and appreciated elder wherever he goes, not just for his 
teaching, but as is the case with all true elders, for his 
comportment and manner of life, and especially for his 
incarnation of the way of Jesus.

IT

1
It was entirely fitting that the maiden lecturer should be 
the Institute’s Chancellor, Professor Emeritus J.H. 
Kwabcna Nketia, founder Director of the International 
Centre of African Music and Dance in the University of 
Ghana, Legon, and a distinguished ethnomusicologist. An 
octogenarian who is still very active in research and writ­
ing, his academic roots lie in the tradition of scholarship 
established through the Basel Mission pioneers in 
Akropong and their indigenous colleagues and succes­
sors. His own research into indigenous music exhibits the 
quality and depth that the Institute seeks to emulate in 
the fields of theology, mission and culture. His lecture, 
‘Oral tradition in a new mode: The shaping of indigenous 
scholarship and literary style’, is agenda-setting for a the­
ological scholarship that takes culture seriously in the 
service of mission and of a theology that is at the service 
of culture and society. It is a clarion call to all African 
Christians, and not merely Ghanaian Christians, to delve 
deep into their indigenous languages for the cultural val­
ues they express and which can enhance understanding 
of the gospel. In its exposition and interpretation of the 
history of indigenous language scholarship in Ghana, the 
lecture reveals a model, and charts a course, for others to 
follow in parts of the continent where such scholarship is 
rudimentary, or has not yet taken off.
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Several of the articles in this issue are seminar papers that 
Professor Walls gave in April 2006 to doctoral students of 
ACI under the general theme: ‘Mission and scholarship, 
scholarship in mission: Some passges of Christian intel­
lectual history’. Through their close reflection of the inter­
relationship of scholarship and mission in earlier cen­
turies of Christian history, these articles help to cast a 
vision and chart a course for the future that apply to ACI 
and beyond. The first two, ‘Scholarship under the Cross: 
Thinking Greek and thinking Christian* and ‘New mission, 
new scholarship: Exploring the old faith in new terms’, are 
adaptations of articles published (with different titles) in 
the International Bulletin of Missionary Research (Vol. 23, 
No. 3, July 1999 and Vol. 21, No. 4, October 1997, respec­
tively). They are reprinted with permission. The third, 
‘Scholarship and the missionary movement: The China 
experience’, is an inspiring tale of two missionary scholars 
in China. The fourth, ‘Scholarship, mission and globalisa­
tion: Some reflections on the Christian scholarly vocation 
in Africa’, concluded the seminar series. It constitutes the 
considered reflections of a seasoned historian of mission, 
gathering up the threads of the past and applying them to 
the present and future challenges for Christian scholar­
ship in a world where African Christianity has become rep­
resentative Christianity.

The second reason why this is a special issue is that 
ACI, through the Journal of African Christian Thought, 
wishes to show appreciation to Professor Andrew F. 
Walls as probably one of the greatest exemplars of 
authentic Christian scholarship in the service of mis­
sion alive today. Professor Emeritus of the universities 
of Aberdeen and Edinburgh, and also of ACI, the 
founder Director of the Centre for the Study of 
Christianity in the Non-Western World, Professor Walls 
directed the doctoral studies of three ACI staff members 
(Prof Kwame Bediako, Prof Gillian Bediako and Dr 
Allison Howell), as well as helping to mentor a good 
many other staff and students of the Institute. Indeed, 
the vision of ACI itself owes much to his inspiration and 
encouragement over more than twenty years. He main­
tains as a priority an ongoing commitment to the 
upbuilding of ACI through his regular teaching and 
mentoring presence and his spiritual support.

The article by Moonjang Lee, another former student 
and also subsequently colleague of Professor Walls, on 
The Asianisation of theological education’, has been 
written specifically in appreciation of him. Its inclusion 
constitutes a reminder that the issues facing Christian 
scholarship in Africa are replicated elsewhere in the 
Non-Western world as it explores some implications of 
the shift in the centre of.gravity of Christianity for the­
ology in Asia. In particular, it identifies several Asian 
perspectives on the purpose and goal of theology and 
theological education. Lee argues for corresponding 
new methods in theological research which would take 
seriously those religious dimensions of Christian faith 
that resonate most deeply with Asian religiosity.

t

Professor Walls’ impact ranges far and wide around the 
world, including places that one might consider to be
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